
DEVELOPED BY:  3rd ASOG Standardization Office

REFERENCES:  JP 3-09.3; TO 1M-34; AFFTP 3-1 Vol 26 
(ASOC & TACP Operations) Chapter 6

PURPOSE:  Instruct Army Commanders and staff in the Air Force 
basic doctrine and alignment.

OPD 1 – BASIC AIR FORCE 
DOCTRINE & ALIGNMENT



OVERVIEW

The Three Types Of Air Force Doctrine
Air Force Mission
Tenets Of Air And Space Power
Core Competencies
Air And Space Power Functions
Air Interdiction
Close Air Support (CAS)
Doctrinal CAS
Air Force Alignment



THE THREE TYPES OF AIR 
FORCE DOCTRINE

Air Force doctrine is simply a guide for what we believe 
to be the most effective use of air and space power.  The 
Air Force places air and space doctrine at different levels 
and depths of detail in the forms of basic, operational, and 
tactical doctrine.

Basic doctrine, contained in AFDD-1, states the most fundamental and 
enduring beliefs that describe and guide the proper use of air and space 
forces in military action.
Operational doctrine, contained in AFDD-2 series publications. 
Tactical doctrine, contained in AFTTP-3 series manuals (formerly 
MCM3-1 series manuals) are for force tactics, techniques, and 
procedures.



AIR FORCE MISSION

The mission of the Air Force is to 
defend the United States through control 
and exploitation of aerospace.  Teamed 
with the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps, 
the Air Force is prepared to fight and win 
any war if deterrence fails.



TENETS OF AIR AND SPACE 
POWER

The fundamental guiding truths of air and space power 
employment, which, in addition to the principles of war, 
provide specific considerations for air and space force 
employment.  Air and space power is intrinsically 
different from surface power and its employment must be 
guided by different principles.

Centralized control/decentralized execution
Flexibility/Versatility
Synergy
Persistence
Concentration
Priority
Balance



CORE COMPETENCIES

Our core competencies represent the combination of 
professional knowledge, airpower expertise, and 
technological know-how that when applied, produce 
superior military capabilities.

Air and Space Superiority
Superiority
Supremacy

Global Attack
Rapid Global Mobility
Precision Engagement
Information Superiority
Agile Combat Support



AIR AND SPACE POWER 
FUNCTIONS

17 Functions and Counter Land pertains to work 
with the Army.

Counter Land:  Involves those operations 
conducted to attain and maintain a desired degree 
of superiority over surface operations by the 
destruction or neutralization of enemy surface 
forces.



AIR INTERDICTION

Air operations are conducted to divert, disrupt, 
delay, or destroy the enemy' surface military potential 
before it can be used effectively against friendly forces.  
Air interdiction’s ability to delay and disrupt may have a 
devastating impact on the enemy’s plans and ability to 
respond to the actions of friendly forces, even before 
friendly surface forces appear in the battle space.

(Air Force Doctrine)



AIR INTERDICTION

Air operations conducted to destroy, neutralize, or 
delay the enemy's military potential before it can be 
brought to bear effectively against friendly forces at
such distance from friendly forces that detailed 
integration of each air mission with the fire and 
movement of friendly forces is not required.”

(JP 3-09.3)



AIR INTERDICTION

Highlights (JP 3-09.3):

Air interdiction is beyond the range at which it can 
engage friendly surface forces.
This minimizes the risk of fratricide against friendly 
ground forces, and reduces the need to deconflict
between aerospace power and organic surface fires. 
AI has the flexibility to operate either in support of 
surface operations, or by itself as the main effort 
against the enemy ground force.



CLOSE AIR SUPPORT (CAS)

Air actions by fixed and rotary-wing aircraft against 
hostile targets, which are in, close proximity to friendly 
forces and which require detailed integration of each air 
mission with the fire and movement of those forces.  
Aircraft are directed against targets of immediate concern 
to surface commanders when organic fires are not 
available or mass concentration of firepower is needed.

(JP 1-02)



CLOSE AIR SUPPORT (CAS)

Close Proximity (JP 3-09.3):

As used in relation to close air support, close 
proximity refers to enemy ground forces that are currently 
within range to engage friendly forces with organic 
weapons.

This definition applies to those organic weapons which can 
supply a preponderance of effect on the battlefield, and does not 
apply to long range weapons such as ballistic missiles and fixed-
or rotary-wing attack aircraft.



CLOSE AIR SUPPORT (CAS)

Detailed Integration (JP 3-09.3):

Refers to that level of coordination required to 
provide targeting guidance, synchronize aerospace 
power with surface maneuver and fires, and minimize 
fratricide. 
The level of coordination is typically bounded by the
maximum range of friendly surface weapons such 
as artillery or the multiple launch rocket system 
(MLRS).



CLOSE AIR SUPPORT (CAS)

JCS Definition Of CAS (JP 3-09.3):

These definitions essentially places the transition 
between AI and CAS at the limit of organic surface 
weapons range. 

This is consistent with the established concept of air 
interdiction targeting enemy units that are not yet in 
contact with friendly surface forces, while close air 
support is flown against enemy forces that are 
currently engaging, and/or being engaged by, friendly 
surface units. 



DOCTRINAL CAS

Apportionment:

The Joint Force Commander (JFC) determination 
and assignment of the total expected air effort by 
percentage and/or priority that should be devoted to 
the various air operations and/or geographic areas 
for a given period of time

(JP 3-09.3)



DOCTRINAL CAS

Allocation:

The Joint Forces Air Component Commander 
(JFACC) translation of the apportionment into total 
numbers of sorties by aircraft type available for each 
operation/ task

(JP 3-09.3)



DOCTRINAL CAS

Distribution:

A further subdivision of the allocation process in which 
sorties allocated to CAS are distributed among the various 
land maneuver units.
In a single Corps theater, the corps commander will 
accomplish distribution among the corps and divisions
Division commanders may continue the distribution 
process to but usually not below the individual brigades
These sorties are for planning purposes only; the unit may 
in fact receive additional or fewer sorties based on 
priorities

(JP 3-09.3)



DOCTRINAL CAS

APPORTIONMENT
JFC decides percentage of aircraft on given missions          
(30% CAS, 25% AI, etc.)

ALLOCATION
JFACC translates percentages into numbers                       
(30% of 200 sorties = 60 CAS sorties available)

DISTRIBUTION
LCC assigns sorties to units                                    
(3 BCT gets 11 sorties)  

BOTTOM LINE - AF DOESN’T DECIDE WHO 
GETS CAS OR HOW MUCH



AIR FORCE ALIGNMENT

CORPS CG

DIVISION CG

BRIGADE CDR

BATTALION CDR

CORPS ALO
COL

DIVISION ALO

BRIGADE ALO

BATTALION TACP

LTC

MAJ/CAPT

CAPT/1LT



AIR FORCE ALIGNMENT

Langley AFB, VA
Air Combat Command

General Hawley

Barksdale AFB, LA Eighth Air Force
Lt Gen Keck

Fort Hood AIN, TX
3d Air Support Operations Group

Colonel Johnson

3rd ASOG Chain Of Command



AIR FORCE ALIGNMENT
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QUESTIONS


